Colaphellus palaestinus Achard, an alien invasive species is here reported for the first time for Europe. It was found for the first time in Malta in November 2017, and the year after thousands of individuals were observed in Malta with many photographs posted in social media and local news. Global distribution of this species and information on closely related species is also provided here. Colaphellus zarudnyi Medvedev is probably a synonym of C. palaestinus.
Four species are included in the genus Colaspidema, namely C. barbarum (Fabricius, 1792) distributed in France, Iberian Peninsula, Algeria and Morocco (this species is damaging to herbal medical plants, cabbage and mustard (Balachowsky, 1963) ), C. signatipenne Guérin-Méneville, 1844 known from Algeria and Tunisia, C. rufifrons (Olivier, 1807) distributed in Algeria and northern Morocco, and C. dufouri (Perez Arcas, 1865) currently known from Spain only. Recently, Colaphellus sophiae sophiae (Schaller, 1783), an Euro-siberian species was recorded as an accidental introduction in Spain (Palma de Mallorca -Balearic Islands) (Petitpierre, 2014) on Diplotaxis tenuifolia (L.) DC. Two years later, a second species of Colaphellus, C. palaestinus Achard, 1923 was collected in Malta (Central Mediterranean) and this occurrence must also be attributed to an accidental introduction. This South-western Asiatic species was described from Jericho (= Palestinian territories). In 2016, this species was already relatively common in Malta, but in 2017, large populations (thousands) were observed in a number of localities in Malta and such findings were reported on social media and also on the local news. These findings were always observed for the first two weeks of November of both years, and then the adults disappeared from the field. Thus C. palaestinus can be defined as an alien invasive species in Malta. Global distribution: Apart from the above mentioned territories, C. palaestinus is known to occur also in Egypt (Sinai, Mitla). The species is known from altitudes of -60 m u.s.l. up to more +900 m a.s.l.. C. palaestinus is closely related to C. apicalis Ménétriés, 1849, whose distribution is more towards the East (Uzbekistan and Afghanistan). C. palaestinus and C. apicalis can be distinguished by the puncturation and the shape of the aedeagus. In C. apicalis the integument is dull, and head and thoracic puncturation is more distinct. Thoracic and elytral puncturation in C. palaestinus is almost twice as large and more dense than that found in C. apicalis. The apical part of the aedeagus is distinctly pointed and narrower in C. apicalis compared to C. palaestinus. Colaphellus zarudnyi Medvedev, 1973 was recorded from Iran and Iraq. This species was described based on one specimen (sex unknown) from Iran (without precise location) only. In our opinion, from its description it is clear that this taxon is identical to C. palaestinus. In fact, we studied two specimens from Iran which were identified as C. zarudnii by I. Lopatin and which are in fact attributed to C. palaestinus [specimens examined: IRAN, without precise locality, 2 exs. det. Lopatin as Colaphellus zarudnii 1984; Persia, Schouster, v.1899, leg. Escalera; IRAN, west, Disfonl (?), iv.1960; IRAQ, Mosul, Bagdad; IRAQ, iv.1936; IRAQ, west, 21.iii.1978; IRAQ, western desert, Bīr-ar-Rāh, 70 Km N of Ar-Rutbah, 21.iii.1978, leg. Macek] . However, the Holotype of C. zarudnyi has to be studied to eventually synonymize the two taxa.
Colaphellus palaestinus Achard, 1923 (Figures 1 & 2)

